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Color. Color. Color. 
Color. Color. Color. 
Color. Color.  Wow! I 

spent the last weekend of 
September up north at my dad’s place and it was so beautiful. 
The trees were showing off their autumn colors! 
Speaking of color, have you seen the “new” reissued episodes 
of the Original Series? Talk about color popping and clarity of 
picture! 
As I was watching the “new” versions of the Original Series 
I got to wondering why Gene chose gold, blue and red for the 
uniform colors, then I realized something – these colors are the 
3 primary colors (red, blue and yellow) on the color wheel. Then 
I remembered when Star Trek first aired in 1966, color TV was 
still considered a brand new invention! What better way to show 
off color TV than to use the primary colors from the color wheel? 
Anyways that is my theory and I’m sticking to it!
I’ll be at Filmcon 7 here in Madison on November 17 -19. If 
you’re in the Midwest definitely try to attend, Eric has some cool 
guests coming and I’m hosting a panel on HDTV! (I think.) Eric 
called me and asked me to host one of the panels and I agreed, 
but so far he hasn’t posted them yet. For more information 
on Filmcon 7, go to www.filmcon.org. Then on the following 
weekend I’ll be in Indianapolis at Starbase Indy. I hope to see a 
lot of you there. This is the official TrekUnited con gathering.
For now, while waiting for the cons, enjoy the color show with 
the “new” Original Series and don’t forget to stick your nose out 
the door and enjoy the color show going on outside!

Thanks,
Debbie Elholm, Editor
newsletter@trekunited.com. 

> EDITOR’S HAIL
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Results of the previous poll:

What do you think of the new site?
51.2 % - I Love It
28.4 % - It’s Ok
20.4 % - I Don’t Like It

Number of Voters – 201

Current Poll

Which area would you like to see TrekUnited improve most?
Save Enterprise Campaign
Member/Community Projects
Chats (Members and Special Guest)
Discussion Boards
Hailing Frequencies Open (Newsletter)
Star Trek News Coverage

Please cast your vote at TrekUnited.com.

^
TU POLL RESULTS

Love it!
51.2%

It’s Ok
28.4%

Don’t like it
20.4%
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Joe Schmo is your average 
Trekkie. He attends 
conventions, owns all the 
Original Series DVD’s 

(Including the original Pilot Episode!) and begrudgingly accepts 
the constant Vulcan jokes that are circulating around the office. 
He decides that it’s time to take his passion to the next level; 
he writes a Fanfic. Not just your average everyday Star Trek 
Fanfic, but a 20 000 word opus that is filled with the blood, 
sweat and tears of so many late nights spent tapping – almost 
zombie-like – on the family’s only internet computer. In fact, 
Joe is so proud of his Fanfic, he wants to show it to the world 
and publish it on the internet where he can bask in the glory of 
his admirers and fans. 
He finally decides on a quaint little Yahoo Group with a few 
members (Not as much competition, he tells himself.) and 
posts his Fanfic, going to sleep that night with visions of Rod 
Roddenberry promoting him to ‘official scriptwriter’ for the 
new series of Enterprise that Joe envisioned. Imagine Joe’s 
surprise when all he receives in his Inbox the next morning is 
a message saying “Too long. Liked the first chapter though – 
Moderator.” Waiting further, Joe never hears anything about his 
Fanfic again. So, hurt and dejected, Joe becomes a *shudder* 
Fanfic Critic. 
Where did he go wrong?
His first mistake, surprisingly enough, was the fact that he had 
no idea where he was going to publish the Fanfic; he simply 
wrote it and guessed that any group or community would leap 
at the chance for new material. After all, Fanfics aren’t that 
common… right? Wrong. 
For the average Fanfic ‘no0b’ (“Leet” for newbie), trying to 
navigate your way around the multitude of message boards, 
communities and groups, the most common experience is 
similar to that of a Tadpole in the Pacific Ocean.  There are 

millions of Fanfics existing on the internet today along with 
hundreds of sites that publish them - each one with their own 
rules, guidelines and ratings when it comes to what they do 
publish and what they don’t publish. It’s very important that 
when writing a Fanfic you have a rough idea of where you want 
to submit it, what kind of feedback you want, how long it’s 
going to be and (Probably most important of all.) the Ratings 
System that the site has. 
Getting the right kind of publicity for your Fanfic can depend 
very heavily on the kind of site that 
you use, and number of Page 
Views (P.V’s) that it receives 
on a day-to-day basis. 
In coming issues I’m 
going to run through the 
various Fanfic sites that 
I use and how useful 
they actually are at 
giving works publicity, 
reviews and how user-
friendly their storage 
system is.
This brings me back to Joe’s 
second mistake; choosing a 
small group with few members 
on the assumption that he’ll have less 
competition, therefore making his Fanfic more noticeable. 
Unless you want your Fanfic to sink without a trace, this is a 
big no-no. Usually, when a group – Yahoo, MSN or ImDb – has 
little activity and even fewer members it’s a “Dead Group”. 
You would probably get more publicity by yelling your Fanfic 
from the street corner downtown. There are many, many sites 
that support good R&R (Read and Review) that can actually 
help the development of your Fanfic. 
Unfortunately, no Fanfic site is complete without its share 
of Fanfic Critics, known mostly as F.C’s or Grumblers. 
They usually consist of those – such as poor Joe Schmo 

Dealing with the sharks

By Jacqueline Anderton

Guest Writer

UPDATES FROM TREKUNITED
Important StarBaseIndy 
Update:  We just learned 
that Christopher Judge had 
to pull out of his scheduled 

appearance at SBI because of family obligations. We are thrilled, 
however, to learn that his replacement is going to be Captain 
Riker! (Remember, he was promoted at the end of Nemesis.) 
Jonathan Frakes will be appearing on Sunday only.
Welcome to SBI Jonathan Frakes! For more information go to 
www.starbaseindy.com.
Star Trek: The Animated Series on DVD: Just a reminder 
that TAS hit’s the shelves this month! For those who are starting 
their holiday shopping early – November 21st is the date to 
remember!
Star Trek: TOS and Star Trek: Enterprise on the air!: Just 
a reminder that TVLand starts its regular broadcast of Star 
Trek: TOS and Star Trek: Enterprise joins the Sci-Fi Channel’s 
line up! Tentatively Star Trek: TOS is scheduled to start on 
TVLand on November 17th. Check the November schedule 
when it becomes available for exact date and time. As for when 
Enterprise starts on the SciFi Channel, this is still unknown 
(I checked the November schedule and nothing yet). In the 
meantime, for those who have a HDTV, check out HDNET’s 

broadcasting of Enterprise in HD! The first episode aired on 
September 18th. Episodes are premiered on Monday, at 8:00 
pm (CST) and that episode is repeated throughout the week. 
Walter Koenig at The Big Apple National Convention: 
He will be appearing with many other guests at New York’s 
longest running comic book, toy and sci-fi con. The con takes 
place November 17 -19. For more information go to www.
bigapplecon.com.
Starbase Indy: This is the final call for those still debating 
about whether or not to go to SBI! Get off your duffs and get 
registered! See you all at SBI! Go to www.starbaseindy.com for 
all the details.
The Petition to put Enterprise direct to DVD: We are going 
to announce a new total every month to showcase the continuing 
support for Enterprise! This month we are at 12299! Everyone 
get your family and friends to join in. Sign the petition
Do you want to be on Television? Now is your chance: 
TrekUnited is asking for you to help a project we are currently 
supporting. Susan is working on a documentary series about 
fans of classic television series, and is asking for your help on 
Star Trek: The Next Generation. For more details, click here.
TrekUnited’s SaveEnterprise Campaign 2007 Initiative: 
Look out for details soon on how you can help to shape 
TrekUnited SaveEnterprise Campaign for 2007. 

By Debbie Elholm

Editor

Continued on the next page

W i t h 
Fan f i c s , 

sometimes 
it’s not the 
best thing 
to throw 
yo ur s e l f 
off the deep 

e n d …
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http://www.trekunited.com/community/index.php?showtopic=12388
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The HFO Staff

aLL i WANT FOR XMAS IS...

Our happy elves have come up 
with some more great things to 
wish for this holiday season!  
Have you gotten started on 

your letter to Santa yet? With all this help it should be easy! Come 
on, get out that paper and pencil and get started. After all, the holidays 
will be upon us sooner than we expect and I don’t want to hear any 
grumbling from you that you weren’t prepared! 
Again, all prices are listed in US dollar unless otherwise noted. We 
have tried to include as much info as we could, including the links.
We are going to start off with some neat stuff from those involved 
with Star Trek in one form or another, first up:
• Grace Lee Whitney:
She has autographed photos for sale, plus a book she has written 
entitled “The Longest Trek.”  
Go to: www.graceleewhitney.net to see the photos for sale and the 
book. All items are autographed by her!
• Xscapes Sci-Fi Originals offers quality TV and movie props 
for the serious collector. From the Star Trek line: Weapons, 
Klingon Weapons, Tricorders and Communicators, Uniforms and 
Costumes and Starship models! They also have props from Star 
Wars, Stargate SG-1, Valkyrie, Lord of the Rings and Alien vs. 
Predator. Another neat thing about Xscapes is that if there is a prop 
that you want that isn’t there contact them! They offer services for 
custom built props, too!
Their website is: www.xscapesprops.com. Prices vary.
• Gene Roddenberry: Up Close and Personal. The website is 
under construction right now, but should be up by the time you 
read this. This DVD has been digitally remastered for the 40th 
Anniversary of Star Trek and is of the last interview that Gene 
did before he passed away. It includes a preview with Rod 
Roddenberry. Keep a watch on www.rodenberryinterview.com for 

more information and updates!
• Tim Russ has several videos and cds that you can 
order from his website: www.timrusswebpage.com. 
Prices vary.  The website also features updates on 

what Tim’s been doing!!
• Gary Graham has a new book out entitled: “Acting and Other 
Flying Lessons.  You can either order it at his website: www.
garygraham.com or at amazon.com. He also has photos, clothing 
and other items that you can order. Prices vary.
***Also note: Gary is going to be at SBI!
• Amazon has a lot of new Star Trek titles that are coming out 
over the next few months and into next year. Use the link on 
TrekUnited’s front page if you’re going to order from Amazon. 
(Tim will appreciate that!)
***Note:  All items can be pre-ordered in advance and when they 
become available, Amazon will ship it to you! Amazon.com now 
ships internationally! Woo Hoo!! Now you can order something and 
have it shipped to a friend or relative overseas! For those who don’t 
live in the US, Amazon has websites for other countries. Please use 
the links we provide, as a percentage of all sales made through these 
links will go towards supporting TrekUnited, and its projects.
If you decide not to use Amazon, then support your local bookstores! 
They’ll appreciate it, too! 
• First up: Books:
Ships of the Line (Star Trek All) by Margaret Clark and Doug 
Drexler
Available: 11/7/06......…………………................………..$19.95
ISBN #1416532439   Hardcover 
Buy in the US / Buy in the UK
Crucible: McCoy: Provenance of Shadows by David R. George 
III .............................................................................................$ 7.99
ISBN #0743491688
Buy in the US / Buy in the UK
Crucible: Spock: The Fire and the Rose by David R. 
George III
Available: 11/28/06………………………………………..$ 7.99
ISBN #0743491696
Buy in the US / Buy in the UK
Crucible: Kirk: The Star to Ever Wandering by David R. 
George III
Available: 2/27/07………………………………...……….$ 7.99
ISBN #074349170X
Buy in the US / Buy in the UK
Rihannsu: Book 5: The Empty Chair by Diane Duane

– who have had bad experiences publishing Fanfic and have 
subsequently, “turned to the Dark Side.”  They prowl the dark 
corners of the web picking up things like spelling mistakes and 
minor plot inconsistencies, determined to publicly announce 
them in a post and get the unfortunate author branded an 
Amateur for life. 
I have encountered many F.C’s in my life as a Web-Author (Yes, 
that is a word!), one being so picky that he quoted my Fanfic 
dozens of times, then followed them by corrections and what I 
should have written. Being that this was the first Fanfic that I 
had ever posted in my life, I was so upset that I deleted the story 
off the site and buried it in the depths of my ‘Writing’ folder on 
my computer – determined never to touch it again. 
Although something like this may be scarring, it’s always wise 
to remember that for every F.C. there’s a genuine fan waiting to 
read your work. I found this out the next week, when I posted 
a different Fanfic and was bombarded with 15-20 reviews by 
people who found my writing funny, witty and entertaining. 
It’s genuine readers like that which make you feel like a 
professional… and it’s when you feel like a professional that 
you know you’ve found the right place to post. You don’t even 
have to limit yourself to one Fanfic community; you can use the 

same Fanfic over and over, or post new ones and link to your 
older ones. Mostly, success as a Fanfic writer involves a lot of 
self-promotion.
Fanfics are a great way to exercise your creative flair and show 
off how much you know about a subject. There can be Fanfics 
on anything; from t.v. shows to video games… there’s even 
Bible Fanfic! Star Trek Fanfic would probably make up about 
35-40% of Fanfics on the net today… and that’s not including 
Fanfilms. It is very rare to come across a Fan-Fiction website 
that doesn’t have some large amount of Star Trek Fanfic present. 
Fanfiction.net had 10 991 at the last count (Under the category 
“T.V. Shows”, which means that this number doesn’t include 
the category “Movies”.) and there are more being added every 
day.
So when it comes to finding the right place for your Fanfic, it’s 
always important to research and find the best possible site that 
suits your work when you enter the big, bad world of Fanfic 
writing. Rather than becoming a fish out of water or falling prey 
to the sharks, figuring out exactly who you want to hand your 
work over to can make all the difference between being a Joe 
Schmo or being a Michael Jan Freidman.

Continued on the next page
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Star Trek: Of Gods and Men
Over the last month the film-
ing of “Star Trek: Of Gods 
and Men” (OgaM) has been 

very heavily reported! 
StarTrek.com has an article on the wrapping of filming on the Oc-
tober 3. They filmed on the previous Friday (Sep 29) at Vasquez 
Rocks, a popular setting for Star Trek, the most memorable being 
“Arena.” On Saturday they moved to “a beautifully landscaped 
home in an area known as Lakeview Terrace” where they filmed 
in a Vulcan setting.
Texas indie-rockers Electric Crush (as reported on their blog) 
filmed a music video of their song ‘Taking Away’ on the same 
set in the morning, another departure from tradition since all Trek 
movies up ‘til now have only featured orchestral music. Hopefully 
it will not have any Mariachi music in the background from the 
party a young girl was having five doors away!
iF Magazine had an interview with Walter Koenig on the 13th, 
Grace Lee Whitney on the 18th and wrapped it up with a general 
article on the 20th. Walter gives some interesting info about the 
many options he has open to him now and Whitney is still look-
ing great and seems overjoyed to be in this production. On the set, 
nearly everyone had Vulcan ears on, including Crystal Conway 
and Madison Russ, the daughters of Sky Conway and Tim Russ 
who play Vulcan children - cute!
However, most controversial of all, Anthony Pascale, in his The 
Trek Movie Report, is saying that his sources in CBS / Paramount 
tell him that the studio is watching OGaM with a view to possi-
bly licensing it! This is immensely important to the Trek fan film 
community since this could mean that other fan film groups might 
be offered the chance to get a license and recoup some of their 
expenses. It is of importance to Star Trek fans in general because it 
also means that other Hollywood producers might make direct to 
DVD movies in the Star Trek genre as well! 
Star Trek: New Voyages
James Cawley, Exec. Producer of “Star Trek: New Voyages” (NV), 
has announced that their second episode, “To Serve All My Day’s,” 
will be released for free distribution on the internet on Thanksgiv-
ing Day, Nov 23. Written by Dorothy Fontana and guest starring 
Walter Koenig, reprising his role as Chekov, and Mary-Linda Rap-
peleye who played his girlfriend in the 1969 TOS episode, “The 
Way to Eden.” Incidentally if you live in a PAL TV region check 
out J. Alec West’s mirror site for NV downloads.
Meanwhile, as reported last month, filming on their next episode, 
“World Enough and Time,” has finished and it is now in post pro-

duction - read George Takei’s interview with Lohr McKinstry of 
The Press Republican if you don’t mind spoilers! Unfortunately, 
Max Rem (the pseudonym of the cgi producer of previous epi-
sodes of NV), will not be working on this episode due to real life 
work pressures. At his suggestion Ron Thornton, who has previ-
ously worked on Babylon 5 and ST: Nemesis, has joined Ron B. 
Moore to work on future episodes.
Starship Farragut
Starship Farragut has had a sneak peak of it’s latest trailer at a con-
cert of the Austin Wind Symphony, led by popular fan film com-
poser, Patrick Phillips, on Oct 13 and will be releasing it on the 
internet on November 2. Remember they have a trailer and an ex-
clusive preview (the Klingon battle scene) available for download 
at their mirror site.
They have started pre-production of their second episode “For Want 
of a Nail,” to be directed by Mark Hildenbrand, who played Klingon 
Commander Kruge in their previous episode. The script is being fi-
nalised, the casting done and it will be filmed on November 11-12.
Enterprise: Flashed
After a year in hiatus, this favourite of TrekUnited fans (website, 
Blog) is scheduled to return! Its creator, Chad Troftgruben has 
posted on the TrekUnited forum that it will be produced alongside 
“I Am Ahoyager,” his other popular flash animation which was re-
started on August 6. The impetus for taking Enterprise: Flashed up 
again was the news that it had been chosen as part of a select group 
of fan films to be featured as part of Ian Peters’ Star Trek: 40 Years 
of Fandom Exhibition at the Museum of the Moving Image. The 
first episode of Chad’s new ‘season,’ tentatively titled “And Justice 
For All…” will be released in winter 2006. 
Borg War
The weekly releases have just passed the 100,000 download bar-
rier as this amazing machinima continues. The Borg, for once the 
victims, Machiavellian Klingons and devious Romulans, all have 
to be dealt with as friends and foes by Picard & the Enterprise-D 
and Captain Tuvok.
Geoff James, the creator of Borg Wars, recently sent an email to 
the official website for Tim Russ, Tuvok from “Star Trek: Voyag-
er.” As a machinima project Geoff’s reuse of Tim’s voice from the 
game Star Trek: Elite force II is specifically allowed by the game’s 
maker’s license as “new game material.” “However,” as Geoff put 
it, “I was curious about what Russ might think of the movie, since 
he has some of the best lines.” Tim’s reaction? “Very cool!” 
Steadily, Borg War is gaining more and more accolades, most 
notably a mention in Forbes magazine! On Oct 10, Machinima.
com, where the episodes are hosted, announced that it had been 
downloaded more in its first month than “Red vs Blue,” the 
cult icon that debuted in July of 2003. “On its best days, 
‘Borg War’ has been responsible for almost 10 percent 

fan film update

By Kirok of L’Stok

Staff Writer

Continued on the next page
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Available: 11/28/06………………………………………..$ 7.99
ISBN #1416508910
Buy in the US / Buy in the UK
Rihannsu: The Bloodwing Voyages by Diane Duane and Peter 
Morwood
Available: 12/19/06………….………….…………….…..$16.00
ISBN #1416525777
Buy in the US / Buy in the UK
• CALENDARS:
Star Trek Stardate 2007 Day to Day   .…………………$13.99
Buy in the US / Buy in the UK
• How about a membership to the National Space Society! 
Membership fees are very reasonable: $20.00 per year. Get one for 
a friend and yourself! For more information go to: www.nss.org.  

• This one requires a leap of faith. One of the staff elves met this 
person at PlanetXPO. This one guy has a large Star Trek collection 
for sale, but doesn’t have a website. He gave our little elf his 
business card with his email address on it and said to email him for 
what he has: TANK236@COMCAST.NET.
• How about going on a SeaTrek Cruise! Join other Star Trek fans 
and some of your favorite stars on the Visions of the Seas of the 
Royal Caribbean International. The cruise takes place from June 
22 – 29, 2007. $400 is due upon sign up. The last installment is 
due on March 1, 2007 where the remaining 25% of the balance 
is due.  Wouldn’t this make a great stocking stuffer for yourself 
and significant other!! For more information go here: www.scifi-
cruises.com or www.slayercruise.com  for SeaTrek. 
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http://www.ifmagazine.com/feature.asp?article=1726
http://www.trekunited.com/community/index.php?showtopic=11521&st=20
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0710672/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0710672/
http://mountaincon.org/x/page/mlrapelye.html
http://www.memory-alpha.org/en/wiki/The_Way_to_Eden
http://www.memory-alpha.org/en/wiki/The_Way_to_Eden
http://stnv.atspace.com/
http://www.pressrepublican.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20060923/NEWS/609230312/1001&ts=ts1
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0861591/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0601821/
http://www.startrek.com/startrek/view/series/TNG/creative/103542.html
http://www.starshipfarragut.com/
http://austinwindsymphony.org/
http://starshipfarragut.neo-fx.com/Ep1.htm
http://www.lilredheadcomics.com/about/enterprise-flashed
http://www.trekunited.com/community/index.php?automodule=blog&blogid=23&showentry=123
http://www.trekunited.com/community/index.php?showtopic=12309
http://www.trekunited.com/community/index.php?showtopic=11733
http://www.trekunited.com/community/index.php?showtopic=11733
http://www.trekunited.com/community/index.php?showtopic=12177
http://movingimage.us/site/exhibitions/index.html
http://www.machinima.com/films.php?series=Borg War
http://www.borgwarmovie.org/
http://www.forbes.com/prnewswire/feeds/prnewswire/2006/10/27/prnewswire200610270810PR_NEWS_B_NET_PH_PHF006.html
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1416508910?tag=saveenterpr01-20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=1416508910&adid=1DEC04HV9N0M0ZGJEGC9&
http://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1416508910?tag=trekunited02-21&camp=1406&creative=6394&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=1416508910&adid=1ZGD25PGW2YPMES3PFY1&
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1416525777?tag=saveenterpr01-20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=1416525777&adid=06T4WS7S36C2CTS05K6X&
http://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1416525777?tag=trekunited02-21&camp=1406&creative=6394&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=1416525777&adid=0CNEZJSQH725WHGAAXFT&
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0740759817?tag=saveenterpr01-20&camp=14573&creative=327641&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=0740759817&adid=032FB4CR075K7Y7JVNES&
http://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/0740759817?tag=trekunited02-21&camp=1406&creative=6394&linkCode=as1&creativeASIN=0740759817&adid=1X5K0XVRN4M9WBX5QADD&
http://www.nss.org
mailto:TANK236@COMCAST.NET
http://www.scifi-cruises.com
http://www.scifi-cruises.com
http://www.slayercruise.com


11.10.2006

p5 Continued on the next page

Fan films | cont. from page 4

of our total traffic, which is amazing considering that we host sev-
eral thousand videos.”
Borg War will also be featured in the “Star Trek: 40 Years of Fan-
dom” exhibit at the Museum of the Moving Image (which hosts 
the Machies) along with Enterprise Flashed and ST: New Voyages 
amongst others, as an example of a fan film and as a machinima. 
New episodes will be released every Friday on Machinima.com, 
which also has a discussion forum, until the Finale (Episode 9) 
which will be released on November 3.
Fan Film Snips
- Check out “Fan Film Chats Take-Off!” on p.6 of this issue for the 
latest info on Tales of the Seventh Fleet and news of our second 
chat with the production team behind Star Wreck.
- The next episode of season 7 of “Star Trek: Hidden Frontier”, 
“The Widening Gyre,” is getting closer to release as I write this! 
Filmed in September, there is a preview available as well as pro-
duction stills and the blooper reel. Stepping up the action in plot 
and character development, it reinforces calls for HF to continue 
into an eighth season.
- Star Trek: Intrepid has released a new trailer in high, medium and 
low resolution which gives “both a little extra insight into the story, 
as well as a bit of a look at the actual look of the finished film.” Nick 
Cook, spokesman for Intrepid, has said, “we do have a target date 
[for the debut of their premiere episode], but we’re keeping it quite at 
the moment just in case.” For an interesting, personal insight, check-
point Mike Cugley’s brother Damian’s blog about Intrepid. 
- Star Trek: Dark Armada, fresh from a successful showing at the 
Utopia 7 Convention in Scheveningen, were hacked causing them 
to create a new website. Undeterred, they announced exclusively 
on TrekUnited the first details of their next episode, to be titled 
“Nightfall.” With new props, new uniforms, new ships and more 
actors, this 40 minute episode scheduled for 2008 looks like being 
a blockbuster!
- Star Trek: Horizon, the Polish fan film was featured on TVP1, 
ZAP magazine. 
- Star Trek: Lexington’s composer, Nathan Cobaugh, is working 
on their opening and closing themes.
- Speaking of composers, Star Trek: Origins has announced Candy 
Tunes, Gale Revilla, as theirs - good catch guys, this lady has some 
awesome arrangements online!
- Star Trek: Excalibur has launched an appeal for funds to seek resti-
tution for the wanton destruction of their sets.
- …and speaking of Vegas, who could risk the temptation of work-
ing in Star Trek: The Experience and NOT making a video or two?
- New Machinima has been released called Star Trek: Holy Skir-
mish, a comedy made with ST: Bridge Commander.
Audio drama Podcasts
October was podcast month for the two major Star Trek audio drama 
outfits as both of them started regular podcasts.
Darker Projects, the home of “Star Trek: The Section 31 Files”, have 
chosen to make their show into a look “Behind the Scenes at Darker 
Projects”. It will tell us something about the people behind the voic-

es, with interviews from producers, composers, writers and actors.
They have started off with Voice Actor Judah Friese, who gives us an 
insight into how Darker Projects came about. This is actually pretty 
interesting stuff if you’ve been following any of their shows. 
“This Week In Pendant,” on the other hand, is a news round-up of Pen-
dant Production’s shows. Effervescent Jeff Bridges, the founder and 
executive producer of Pendant Productions, bubbles his way through 
interviews, previews, news, casting calls, his phone going off …
It’s good. Jeff’s got a great dynamic there that is entertaining as 
well as informative. Podcasts work best when they don’t try to 
emulate broadcast radio, when they are spontaneous. His guests 
and the shows they work on sounded interesting 
“Star Trek: The Section 31 Files” had its share of real life drama 
in October with the announcement by producer Eric Busby that he 
was discontinuing the immensely popular audio drama. Luckily 
he was swayed by emails from fans, most notable being one who 
pointed out that ST:S31 was very important to sight impaired Star 
Trek fans. Eric has decided to complete season three but then it 
will be closed down.
Fan Comics
… Not exactly new but not mentioned here before - a Trek fan 
comic called Enterprise J. Two issues are already available; there is 
a free video game to download (a work in progress) and The 2007 
Ships Of The Line Calendar for Independent Production houses!
Game Mods
FishDS9 of SpaceStation K7, which is a ST: Elite Force game 
site, recently gave us a heads-up that the teaser and Act 1 of 
“The Argas Effect” have now been released with Act II soon to 
be released. This mod takes place in what would be season 4 of 
the original series. 
K7 also hosts the much talked about Launchbay mod and a Canon 
and Mirror Skin pak for the NX-01 as well as the huge Starbase 
11 mod by Laz Rojas which has everything from a disco to Duke 
Nukem! Absolutely amazing!  
Enterprise: Temporal Cold War is an ambitious game mod for 
Half-Life 2 based on Star Trek: Enterprise. The character driven 
format will involve problem solving, diplomatic missions and fed-
eration-style combat with numerous characters to choose from and 
“a growing arsenal of new technologies you will find along the 
way,” including new weapons. Huge maps will give options for 
completing certain missions so that the player can experience the 
story many ways. Taking place during Season three in the Delphic 
Expanse, it will be released in episodes with cutscenes and talk-
ing characters (unlike HL2), mission-based multi-player modes as 
well as single-player.
Gameplay will hopefully include vehicle control (controlling the 
helm and weapons of Enterprise and the ShuttlePods) and a fully 
dynamic and restorative mapping time-line. This will mean that 
everything that is touched, moved or altered in one map or time is 
reflected in previous or future timelines.
… You might even be able to get into Daniels’ quarters if you 
can crack the keycode!		          … see you in thirty! 

One thing Star Trek is best 
at doing is communicating 
to us the meaning of the 
“human condition,” a term 

which, for some people, draws pessimism, as it puts 
our own imperfections under a microscope. The 
human condition though, is rather the definition 

of what it is to be human, which ultimately means that most 
of its traits are a result of our own self-awareness. It separates 
us, from the animals, and as we become more self-aware, and, 
more importantly, more aware of our surroundings, the human 
condition evolves. Star Trek looks, perhaps unintentionally, at 
how the human condition evolves with time. More specifically 
though, it looks at how today’s definition may shape our own 
existence in the future.
One aspect of human nature, which I won’t be looking 
at, covers the biologically definitive facets of our lives, 
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characteristics which are common to all living things, not just 
humans. This might include death for example, a virtual certainty 
for us all. However, what makes this unique to humans is the 
way in which we cope with and react to these inevitabilities. 
We now enter the metaphysical side of the coin, which includes 
existence, causality, and possibility. The metaphysical portion 
of the human condition seeks to answer questions, or create 
them. It looks at the nature of the universe, specifically related 
to humans, and life itself.
The evolution of the human condition has already been extensive, 
and some might argue that it is not likely to evolve further. 
Where previously characteristics of the human condition were 
looked at through the eyes of religion, science is now taking 
a more profound footing in how we perceive our tiny lives. 
However, while we attempt to explain the human condition in 
different ways as time progresses, the nature of our condition 
has changed very little.
Star Trek explores the human condition in a way very few other 
mass-appealing television shows ever have. One of the easiest 
things for the show to do is convey our physical frustration. 
The human imagination is virtually never-ending and most will 
look at this as a gift, a way in which one might be able to assist 
humanity to better itself. It’s this drive which has seen us travel 
across the seas and into space. It also enables us to imagine 
what things, which have never been seen before, might look 
like. We can take existing science and technology to develop 
new ideas and new ways of achieving our dreams.
The burden, however, is that we can waste years of our life’s 
trying to make our dreams a reality. It’s not easy for us to 
perceive the impossible, amongst other things. We sometimes 
lack the ability to separate the imagination from the real. It’s 
this inability which creates questions, questions which may not 
be answerable. Questions that Star Trek makes some attempt 
to overlook, mostly because they no longer exist. Star Trek 
ultimately says that when first contact is made, the questions 
which make up our lives will change, and it’s at this point that 
we, as a society, move onto a higher plain of self-awareness. 
Star Trek conveys our dreams, and the answers, without us 
having to make it reality. Of course, this will only take us so 
far, but for now it is capable of quenching our thirst.
When people decide to think about something other than their 
daily routines, we tend to look at these questions, and look at 
our expectations of life. Typically these questions are explained 
through religion, or philosophy. I think to some extent Star Trek 
offers a philosophical escape from some of these questions. 
Maybe not intentionally, but because the show looks at the 
exploration, and the discovery of a vast sea of stars, it often 
looks upon the lifestyles of other civilisations, and applies the 

rules of the human condition to them, giving us the opportunity 
to look at our own lives, to some extent, and to look at what 
it means to be human, and what it means to be burdened, or 
blessed by the human condition.
While Star Trek, perhaps unintentionally, attempts to look at 
the human condition from many different points of view, it 
could be argued that it also redefined the human condition at the 
same time. As a science fiction, it dared to do something very 
few science fiction stories had done before. Before Star Trek, 
mainstream science fiction looked only at the fear of what could 
be in space and the inevitable end humanity will come to. Star 
Trek took these same ideas, and made humanity the hero. We 
will be better, and we will continue to exist. Yes, there will be 
wars, and yes, there will be dislike, and yes, there will be fear, 
but on a much smaller scale as we become a society at peace 
with itself. This display of hope from the show fundamentally 
altered out long term aspirations. Humanities perception of its 
own future was no longer one based on irrational fears, but one 
of hope and unity.
Ultimately, the human condition is about something we often 
overlook in today’s society, though it is something which is 
evident, even in a small way, in everything we do. Star Trek 
reminded us of it, and it continues to do so with every episode. 
Hope. Hope that life will get better than it currently is, and that 
there is more to life than just living it. We hope that we can 
influence our surroundings to make our own lives better. We 
hope that life doesn’t end when we die, and we hope that our 
life is not just about existing to continue our existence. Camus, 
a French philosopher, once said that without hope, the only 
serious philosophical question is why we shouldn’t commit 
suicide.
Being able to identify with the human condition, that is not only 
expressed but also redefined by the show, helps to re-enforce 
our own visions of hope. Like the hope that we can learn from 
our surroundings and our mistakes, and the hope that we can 
take what we have learned and apply it to our society to build 
and to grow, and that that growth will bring us closer to our 
spiritual aspirations, spiritual aspirations such as significance, 
purpose, peace, happiness, beauty and love. It is recognising 
these aspects within the series that not only make us a fan of a 
television show, but also a fan of our own existence.
If you have any views or opinions on the above, feel free to 
email me at richard@trekunited.com.
Whatever your opinion on this topic, please do let me know. I 
hope that by fulfilling my own curiosity, I can help people, not 
only understand what it is we are, but also to understand what 
the true identity of the Trek Fan base is.
Thank You. 

Fan Film Chats 
Take Off!

The concept of featuring fan film cast and crew in the Trekunited 
chats is gradually gaining momentum after a successful debut 
with Tales of the Seventh Fleet (TOTSF) on September 30.
We chose the day and time, Saturday 8:00 PM EDT, because 
it is the peak time for members on line. However on the other 

side of the world, my side of the world, it was Sunday morning 
and I was on holidays on the Tweed coast of NSW, Australia! 
Luckily I was able to get onto the internet because I wouldn’t 
have missed this for the world!
When I got on, the director of TOTSF, Eugene ‘Gene’ R. Hendricks 
and Louis Srygley, one of the Orion villains and the owner of the 
studio they had used for their latest episode “A Touch of Home,” 
were on. Later, they were joined by Edward C. Tunis III, the 
Producer (and CO of the USS Justice) and Tom Hendricks, no 
relation to Gene but another one of their directors.
In quick succession several TrekUnited members turned up as 
well as Jerry Stanford, Jr. - Dr Vorzok from a Star Trek 
fan film set in the same era, USS Hathaway. Jerry was 
an excellent ambassador for his group, telling us how 

By Kirok of L’Stok

Staff Writer

Continued on the next page
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they were getting back to filming after a slow summer where they 
couldn’t schedule filming dates which everyone could get to. 
The stars were TOTSF though and as the chat unfolded we learned 
more of the good times and bad that they had been through. 
	The big news was the fortieth anniversary Gala event of the 

USS Justice, the fan club that produces TOTSF. The numbers 
and the general reaction of the crowd they attracted was had 
Gene 'socked.'

	They are featured in two recent articles in local papers.
	The members of USS Justice, including many TOTSF cast & 

crew, had been William Shatner's honor guard for his “2003 
Spplat Attack II” (“Shatnerball”) charity paintball event.

	Lou has painted half of a room in chroma key blue to use as 
a studio so that they can film their live action and 'key' it into 
a cgi background. 

	Shadows are an issue for them with the chroma key and they 
are changing to fluorescent lights instead of halogen and 
spots lights - MUCH cooler as well!

	Gene was severely injured during the painting of the studio 
when he walked through a glass door  … focussing on the 
BBQ on the other side!

	At that exact moment, Michelle (his wife who plays the 
doctor in TOTSF) was washing dishes and felt a glass break 
in her hand … only to find that it was still in one piece.

	They have two scripts ready for their next episodes and are 
thinking of filming them at the same time as well as a dubbed 
version in German.

	The USS Justice won several awards in Starfleet International 
last year including the Starfleet International Chapter of the 
Year and the Region 7 "Helping Hands" & CO.

	 They have an extensive article in the Star Trek Extended 
Universe Wiki.

This only touches on some of the many details that surfaced 
during the chat. If you weren’t able to be there, check out the 
transcript in Chat Central.
Building on the success of our first fan films chat, TrekUnited has 
been able to interest the production staff of Energia Productions 
in joining us! We are pleased and honoured to welcome to our 
second chat, Samuli Torssonen, Timo Vuorensola and Jarmo 
Puskala - Producer, Director and Writer of the group that 
brought us Star Wreck: In the Pirkinning
Star Wreck has enjoyed phenomenal success over the course of 
the year since it’s release in October, 2005 and is now credited as 
being the most popular Finnish film of all time! Previously, the 
most popular Finnish movie was Edvin Laine’s The Unknown 

Soldier (1955) which had a Finnish theatre attendance figure of 
2.8 million. Even accounting for screenings outside Finland, 
etc., this cannot compare with the more than four million 
downloads that Star Wreck can boast to date.
Strictly speaking, Star Wreck is not a fan film but a parody or 
satire. As such, it has its own Creative Commons License so 
that it can be performed in public, as it was in January when it 
premiered on Finnish TV, broadcast by YLE TV2, and in June 
at the Australian convention, Conflux III. 
Star Wreck hit the news this past month with the announcement 
that Universal Pictures have made a groundbreaking distribution 
deal to market a new edition of Star Wreck, “The Imperial 
Edition.” This will be a double DVD set to go on sale, December 
13, in stores and rental outlets “on a Nordic level.” 
The new release is a major redesign of the original, which was a 
parody of both Star Trek and Babylon 5, matching more closely 
Executive Producer, Samuli Torssonen’s, original vision. “It 
has been my dream to have completely distinctive Star Wreck 
ships. The fleet that Pirk, the intergalactic dictator, commands 
has to look dangerous: the ships are heavy, aggressive and carry 
overwhelming firepower.” The new starship cgi is the work of 
a young and talented artist from Tampere, Juuso Mäkelä. The 
P-Fleet is more rugged and “Russkie-like”, the Babel-13 fleet 
more capitalist. A teaser is now online on the Star Wreck website 
which shows off the new effects beautifully. The DVD will 
also have deleted scenes and bloopers from their seven years 
in production as well as three new documentaries - including a 
preview of their next feature film, Iron Sky.
“It’s an interesting challenge,” says Timo Vuorensola, the film’s 
director, “If the DVD sales go as planned, it will surely change 
the attitude of the major players in the film industry.”
“The Internet,” says Timo, “can be a wonderful and powerful 
marketing and distribution tool and need not compromise the 
potential of the traditional channels.” This latest move could 
be seen to vindicate earlier statements by Energia (Not to be 
confused with the Russian rocket makers!) that espoused 
alternative networks of support, finance and distribution for 
non-Hollywood film producers that they have christened the 
Raven’s Nest method.
To show our appreciation of our European members this event 
will take place in the TrekUnited Chat room on Saturday, 
November 4, 2006 at 2:00 PM EDT so that it will be 9 PM in 
Finland. If you missed the chat there will be a transcript posted 
in Chat Central shortly after and an extensive report in the next 
issue of Hailing Frequencies Open. 

Fan Film Chats | cont. from page 6

* 
news  in brief

Nov. 4th – DMSP F17
Launch Vehicle: Delta 4
Launch Time: 1353 – 1403 GMT 
Launch Location: SLC-6, Vandenberg Air Force Base, California 
Launch Information: The Boeing Delta 4 Medium rocket will 
launch the Defense Meteorological Satellite Program 17 
spacecraft for the U.S. Air Force. Built by Lockheed Martin, this 
polar-orbiting weather satellite will be used by the military 
for global weather forecasting. Delayed from June and 
December 2005, February 2006 and Oct. 6.

Nov. 8th – Badr 4
Launch Vehicle: Proton

Launch Time: 2001 GMT 
Launch Location: Baikonur Cosmodrome, Kazakhstan 

Launch Information: An International Launch Services 

Proton M rocket with a Breeze M upper stage will launch the 
second of two new-generation ARABSAT 4 communications 
spacecraft for the Arab Satellite Communications 
Organization. EADS Astrium built the Badr 4 (ARABSAT 4B) 
spacecraft.

Nov. 14th – GPS 2R-16 (M3)
Launch Vehicle: Delta 2
Launch Time: 1925 1938 GMT
Launch Location: SLC-17B, Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, 
Florida
Launch Information: The Boeing Delta 2 rocket will launch 
the third modernized NAVSTAR Global Positioning System 
Block 2R military navigation satellite. The launch will be run 
by the U.S. Air Force. The rocket will fly in the 7925 vehicle 
configuration.	         		  Source: SpaceFlightNow.com.

November Launch Schedule
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


Words are flowing out like endless rain 
into a paper cup...

	 aklaus suggests participating 
in International Volunteer Day 
(December 5th).

	 Come say hello to our many 
newcomers!

	 Phill asks if you’ve seen Torchwood? 

	 STS-Chris talks about Space Shuttle 
Endeavor’s June 2007 mission.

	 Sho’Dar asks some provocative 
questions about your idea of beauty.

	 Shlomi of Vulcan reports on the 
passing of the actress Jane Wyatt 

(the actress who played Spock’s 
mother).

 ...Limitless undying love which shines 
around me like a million suns  

It calls me on and on across the universe. 

- Lennon/McCartney

Compiled by Janet Gershen-Siegel
Staff writer

What’s going on in the world of TrekUnited? Where are 
the nuggets of hidden gold? 
Let’s go prospecting, shall we?ACROSS THE UNIVERSE

Here is a list of the conventions 
that are coming your way this 
year.  So make plans to try and 
attend one or several of them.  
You’ll be in good company!
40th Anniversary of Star Trek
November 10-12, 2006
Crowne Plaza Meadowlands
New York City Area.
www.creationent.com
Filmcon 7
Nov. 17 – 19, 2006
Radisson Hotel
Madison, WI

www.filmcon.org
Big Apple Con
Nov. 17 – 19, 2006
Penn Plaza Pavilion
New York, NY
www.bigapplecon.com
Starbase Indy, The 11th 
Generation                                                                     
Nov. 24 – 26, 2006
Marriott East
Indianapolis, IN   
www.starbaseindy.com
Grand Slam XV:
The Sci-Fi Summit

April 13-15th, 2007
Burbank Airport Hilton
Burbank, CA
www.creationent.com
20th Anniversary of Star Trek:
TNG
Las Vegas Hilton Hotel
August 9-12, 2007
Las Vegas, NV
www.creationent.com
3rd Annual Official Star Trek 
Convention
September 28-30, 2007
Doubletree Sacramento

Sacramento, CA
www.creationent.com

Star Trek Convention!
November 30 – December 1, 
2007
Wyndham O’Hare
Chicago, IL 
www.creationent.com
I tried to provide as many of the 
websites as I could find.  Please 
make note that dates sometimes 
will change, so keep in contact 
with the organizers.  Also, if you 
know of one that isn’t listed here, 
please contact us so we can get it 
in!  Have fun!!

Debbie Elholm, Editor 

HFO would like to thank Bernd for the use of this lovely calendar. 

A LIST OF UPCOMING CONVENTIONS WORLDWIDE

http://www.trekunited.com/community/index.php?showtopic=12278
http://www.trekunited.com/community/index.php?showforum=172
http://www.trekunited.com/community/index.php?showtopic=12287
http://www.trekunited.com/community/index.php?showtopic=12339
http://www.trekunited.com/community/index.php?showtopic=12302
http://www.trekunited.com/community/index.php?showtopic=1235
http://www.creationent.com
http://www.filmcon.org/
www.bigapplecon.com
http://www.starbaseindy.com/
http://www.creationent.com
http://www.creationent.com
http://www.creationent.com
http://www.creationent.com

